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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

U.S. Patent No. 6,154,729 to Cannon et al. (further referred to as Cannon), in view of 

U.S. Pub. No. 2001/0047326 A1 to Broadbent et al. (further referred to as Broadbent). 

Regarding claim 1 , Cannon discloses an examination method comprising the 
steps of storing information on business activities of an enterprise on a server from a 
terminal of said enterprise through a network (Figure 1; column 1, lines 23-47; column 
2, lines 38-42); providing said information on business activities of said enterprise 
accumulated on server for an examiner (column 1, lines 11-16 and lines 34-47); and 
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evaluating activities of said enterprise based on said information on business activities 
provided for said examiner (column 1 , lines 11-16). 

Cannon does not disclose where the server is an ASP (Application Service 
Provider) server. However, Broadbent discloses where the server is an ASP server 
(page 6, paragraph 0085). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the ASP server as disclosed by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting 
system as disclosed by Cannon. The motivation would be that ASP servers are a 
popular business model with regards to servers and communication systems. 

Regarding claim 3, Cannon discloses an examination method comprising the 
steps of transmitting information on business activities of an enterprise from a terminal 
of said enterprise to a server through a network (Figure 1; column 1, lines 23-42; 
column 2, lines 35-50); accumulating said information on business activities of said 
enterprise on said server (column 1, lines 23-39; column 2, lines 35-50); transmitting 
said information on business activities of said enterprise accumulated on said server to 
a terminal of an examiner based on a request from said examiner, said examiner being 
to perform an examination of said enterprise (column 2, lines 46- 50); and outputting 
said information on business activities of said enterprise on said terminal of said 
examiner (column 2, lines 46-50), wherein said information on business activities of said 
enterprise accumulated on said server is not open to a third party except said enterprise 
and said examiner (column 2, lines 51-59; column 3, lines 4-18), and said examiner 
evaluates activities of said enterprise based on said information on business activities 



Application/Control Number: 09/897,328 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3628 

transmitted to said terminal of said examiner to perform an examination of said 
enterprise (column 1, lines 10-22). 

Cannon does not disclose where the server is an ASP (Application Service 
Provider) server. However, Broadbent discloses where the server is an ASP server 
(page 6, paragraph 0085). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the ASP server as disclosed by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting 
system as disclosed by Cannon. The motivation would be that ASP servers are a 
popular business model with regards to servers and communication systems. 

Regarding claim 4, Cannon discloses the examination method wherein the server 
is operated by said examiner (column 2, lines 46-60 and column 3, lines 4-1 1 ). See 
claim 3 for combination and motivation for using an ASP server. 

Regarding claim 2 and 5 t Cannon discloses the examination method wherein 
said examination is an examination for determining whether a loan can be offered to 
said enterprise (column 1, lines 10-25). 

Regarding claim 6, Cannon discloses a loan examination method comprising the 
steps of recording information on business activities of an examinee on a server 
operated by a financial institution from a terminal of said examinee, said examinee 
being a company, corporation or enterprise to be examined (column 1, lines 10-38); 
performing at least one of addition, update, deletion, and view of said information on 
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business activities recorded on said server from said terminal of examinee (column 2, 
lines 38-59); acquiring said information on business activities of said examinee stored 
on said server through said terminal of said financial institution (column 1 , lines 10-39 
and column 2, lines 38-50); determining whether said loan can be offered to said 
examinee based on said information on business activities of said examinee stored on 
said server (column 1, lines 10-51). 

Cannon does not disclose where the server is an ASP (Application Service 
Provider) server. However, Broadbent discloses where the server is an ASP server 
(page 6, paragraph 0085). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the ASP server as disclosed by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting 
system as disclosed by Cannon. The motivation would be that ASP servers are a 
popular business model with regards to servers and communication systems. 

Cannon does not disclose transmitting a request for loan from said terminal of 
said examinee to a terminal of said financial institution and notifying said terminal of 
said examinee of the determination result. However, Broadbent discloses transmitting a 
request for loan from said terminal of said examinee to a terminal of said financial 
institution and notifying said terminal of said examinee of the determination result (page 
1 , paragraphs 001 0 and 001 1 ; page 3, paragraphs 0025, 0028 and 0029; page 5, 
paragraph 0055, 0065 and 0068; page 9, paragraph 0123; page 25, paragraph 0275; 
page 26, paragraph 0280). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine receiving a request and posting a response through the terminals as disclosed 
by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting system as disclosed by Cannon. 
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The motivation would be to fully utilize the networks and severs in place, to create a 
fully electronic mechanism of applying for, processing, and reporting on the loan status. 

Regarding claim 7, Cannon discloses a loan examination method comprising the 
steps of recording information on one of finance, accounting, sales, and manufacturing 
(column 2, lines 62-67) of an examinee on a server operated by a financial institution 
from a terminal of said examinee, said examinee being a company, corporation or 
enterprise to be examined (Figure 1; column 1, lines 23-47; column 2, lines 38-42); 
performing addition, update, deletion, or view of said information on business activities 
on said server from said terminal of said examinee in accordance with progress of 
actual business activities (column 2, lines 38-59); closely investigating said information 
on general business activities regarding at least one of finance, accounting, sales, and 
manufacturing of said examinee stored on said server from said terminal of said 
financial institution (column 1, lines 10-25; column 2, lines 62-67); determining whether 
said loan can be offered to said examinee based on said information on business 
activities of said examinee stored on said server (column 1, lines 10-51). 

Cannon does not disclose where the server is an ASP (Application Service 
Provider) server. However, Broadbent discloses where the server is an ASP server 
(page 6, paragraph 0085). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the ASP server as disclosed by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting 
system as disclosed by Cannon. The motivation would be that ASP servers are a 
popular business model with regards to servers and communication systems. 
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Cannon does not disclose transmitting a request for new loan from said terminal 
of said examinee to a terminal of said financial institution and notifying said terminal of 
said examinee of the determination result. However, Broadbent discloses transmitting a 
request for a new loan from said terminal of said examinee to a terminal of said financial 
institution and notifying said terminal of said examinee of the determination result (page 
1 , paragraphs 001 0 and 001 1 ; page 3, paragraphs 0025, 0028 and 0029; page 5, 
paragraph 0055, 0065 and 0068; page 9, paragraph 0123; page 25, paragraph 0275; 
page 26, paragraph 0280). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine receiving a request and posting a response through the terminals as disclosed 
by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting system as disclosed by Cannon. 
The motivation would be to fully utilize the networks and severs in place, to create a 
fully electronic mechanism of applying for, processing, and reporting on the loan status. 

Regarding claim 8, Cannon discloses a server operated by an examiner who is to 
perform an examination of an enterprise (column 2, lines 46-60 and column 3, lines 4- 
1 1 ), said server comprising means of receiving information on business activities of said 
enterprise to be examined transmitted from a terminal of said enterprise through a 
network (Figure 1; column 1, lines 23-42; column 2, lines 35-50); and means for 
accumulating said received information on business activities (column 1 , lines 23-39; 
column 2, lines 35-50); and means for transmitting said accumulated information on 
business activities of said enterprise to a terminal of said examiner through said network 
based on a request transmitted from said terminal of said examiner through said 
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network (column 2, lines 46- 50); wherein said information on business activities of said 
enterprise accumulated on said server is not open to a third party except said enterprise 
and said examiner (column 2, lines 51-59; column 3, lines 4-18). 

Cannon does not disclose where the server is an ASP (Application Service 
Provider) server. However, Broadbent discloses where the server is an ASP server 
(page 6, paragraph 0085). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the ASP server as disclosed by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting 
system as disclosed by Cannon. The motivation would be that ASP servers are a 
popular business model with regards to servers and communication systems. 

Regarding claim 9, Cannon discloses a loan examination system comprising a 
communication network (column 2, lines 38-50); a terminal of a financial institution 
connected to said communication network (column 2, lines 38-50); a terminal of an 
examinee connected to said communication network, said examinee being a company, 
corporation or enterprise to be examined (column 1, lines 10-51); a server connected to 
said communication network and operated by said financial institution (column 1, lines 
28-51 and column 2, lines 38-56); said terminal of said financial institution including 
means for making a request to said server for predetermined information on business 
activities of said examinee stored on said server to receive said information on business 
activities (column 1, lines 10-51; column 2, lines 51-67; column 3, lines 12-18); said 
terminal of said examinee including means for recording said predetermined information 
on business activities of said examinee on said server (column 1 , lines 10-51 ; column 2, 
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lines 37-67), updating, deleting and viewing said predetermined information on business 
activities of said examinee recorded on said server (column 1, lines 34-37 and column 
2, lines 41-43 in which reports are compiled on short time intervals which it would be 
obvious would include changes such as updates and deletions otherwise there would 
be no reason to make the change and compile the results on short time intervals); said 
server including means for receiving said information on business activities of said 
examinee transmitted from said terminal of said examinee, providing said information on 
business activities of said examinee for said terminal of said examinee based on a 
request from terminal of said examinee, and performing record, update, or deletion of 
said information on business activities of said examinee based on an instruction from 
said terminal of said examinee (column 2, lines 38-59); means for accumulating said 
received information on business activities (column 1, lines 23-39; column 2, lines 35- 
50); and means for providing, based on a request from said terminal of said financial 
institution, requested information on business activities of said examinee for said 
terminal of said financial institution (column 2, lines 38-56). 

Cannon does not disclose where the server is an ASP (Application Service 
Provider) server. However, Broadbent discloses where the server is an ASP server 
(page 6, paragraph 0085). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the ASP server as disclosed by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting 
system as disclosed by Cannon. The motivation would be that ASP servers are a 
popular business model with regards to servers and communication systems. 
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Cannon.does not disclose transmitting a request for new loan from said terminal 
of said examinee to a terminal of said financial institution and notifying said terminal of 
said examinee of the determination result. However, Broadbent discloses transmitting a 
request for a new loan from said terminal of said examinee to a terminal of said financial 
institution and notifying said terminal of said examinee of the determination result (page 
1 , paragraphs 0010 and 001 1 ; page 3, paragraphs 0025, 0028 and 0029; page 5, 
paragraph 0055, 0065 and 0068; page 9, paragraph 0123; page 25, paragraph 0275; 
page 26, paragraph 0280). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine receiving a request and posting a response through the terminals as disclosed 
by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting system as disclosed by Cannon. 
The motivation would be to fully utilize the networks and severs in place, to create a 
fully electronic mechanism of applying for, processing, and reporting on the loan status. 

Regarding claim 10, Cannon discloses a loan examination system comprising a 
communication network (column 2, lines 38-50); a terminal of a financial institution 
connected to said communication network (column 2, lines 38-50); a terminal of an 
examinee connected to said communication network, said examinee being a company, 
corporation or enterprise to be examined (column 1 , lines 10-51 ); a server connected to 
said communication network and operated by said financial institution (column 1 , lines 
28-51 and column 2, lines 38-56); said terminal of said financial institution including 
means for viewing information on general business activities regarding at least one of 
finance, accounting, sales, and manufacturing of said examinee stored on said server 
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(column 1, lines 10-51; column 2, lines 51-67; column 3, lines 12-18); said terminal of 
said examinee including means for recording information on general business activities 
regarding at least one of finance, accounting, sales, and manufacturing of said 
examinee on said server (column 1, lines 10-51; column 2, lines 37-67; column 3, lines 
12-18), updating, deleting and viewing said information on general business activities of 
said examinee recorded on said server (column 1, lines 34-37 and column 2, lines 41- 
43 in which reports are compiled on short time intervals which it would be obvious would 
include changes such as updates and deletions otherwise there would be no reason to 
make the change and compile the results on short time intervals); said server including 
means for storing said information on general business activities of said examinee 
transmitted from said terminal of said examinee (column 2, lines 38-67); means for 
performing record, update, or deletion of said information on general business activities 
of said examinee in storing means based on an instruction from said terminal of said 
examinee (column 2, lines 38-59); and reading said information on general business 
activities of said examinee from said storing means based on a request from said 
terminal of said examinee to transmit said read information to said terminal of said 
examinee (column 2, lines 38-67; column 3, lines 4-18); and means for reading said 
information on general business activities of said examinee requested from said 
terminal of said financial institution from said storing means to transmit said read 
information to said terminal of said financial institution (column 2, lines 38-67 and 
column 3, lines 1-18). 
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Cannon does not disclose where the server is an ASP (Application Service 
Provider) server. However, Broadbent discloses where the server is an ASP server 
(page 6, paragraph 0085). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the ASP server as disclosed by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting 
system as disclosed by Cannon. The motivation would be that ASP servers are a 
popular business model with regards to servers and communication systems. 

Cannon does not disclose transmitting a request for new loan from said terminal 
of said examinee to a terminal of said financial institution and notifying said terminal of 
said examinee of the determination result. However, Broadbent discloses transmitting a 
request for a new loan from said terminal of said examinee to a terminal of said financial 
institution and notifying said terminal of said examinee of the determination result (page 
1 , paragraphs 0010 and 001 1 ; page 3, paragraphs 0025, 0028 and 0029; page 5, 
paragraph 0055, 0065 and 0068; page 9, paragraph 0123; page 25, paragraph 0275; 
page 26, paragraph 0280). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine receiving a request and posting a response through the terminals as disclosed 
by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting system as disclosed by Cannon. 
The motivation would be to fully utilize the networks and severs in place, to create a 
fully electronic mechanism of applying for, processing, and reporting on the loan status. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Cannon discloses a recording medium readable by a 
computer connected to a server and a terminal of an examinee through a network 
(column 1, lines 10-47 and column 2, lines 38-50), said examinee being a company, 
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corporation or enterprise to be examined (column 1, lines 10-39), said recording 
medium having a program recorded thereon causing said computer to perform the 
processing of viewing predetermined information on business activities of said 
examinee stored on said server (column 1, lines 10-51; column 2, lines 37-67; column 
3, lines 12-18). 

Cannon does not disclose where the server is an ASP (Application Service 
Provider) server. However, Broadbent discloses where the server is an ASP server 
(page 6, paragraph 0085). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the ASP server as disclosed by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting 
system as disclosed by Cannon. The motivation would be that ASP servers are a 
popular business model with regards to servers and communication systems. 

Cannon does not disclose transmitting a request for new loan from said terminal 
of said examinee to a terminal of said financial institution and notifying said terminal of 
said examinee of the determination result. However, Broadbent discloses transmitting a 
request for a new loan from said terminal of said examinee to a terminal of said financial 
institution and notifying said terminal of said examinee of the determination result (page 
1 , paragraphs 001 0 and 001 1 ; page 3, paragraphs 0025, 0028 and 0029; page 5, 
paragraph 0055, 0065 and 0068; page 9, paragraph 0123; page 25, paragraph 0275; 
page 26, paragraph 0280). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine receiving a request and posting a response through the terminals as disclosed 
by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting system as disclosed by Cannon. 
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The motivation would be to fully utilize the networks and severs in place, to create a 
fully electronic mechanism of applying for, processing, and reporting on the loan status. 

Regarding claim 12, Cannon discloses a recording medium readable by a 
computer connected to a terminal of a financial institution and a server through a 
network (column 1, lines 10-47 and column 2, lines 38-50), said recording medium 
having a program recorded thereon causing said computer to perform the processing of 
recording predetermined information on business activities of an examinee on said 
server (column 1, lines 10-51; column 2, lines 37-67; column 3, lines 12-18), said 
examinee being a company, corporation or enterprise to be examined (column 1 , lines 
10-39); updating, deleting and viewing said predetermined information on business 
activities of said examinee recorded on said server (column 1 , lines 34-37 and column 
2, lines 41-43 in which reports are compiled on short time intervals which it would be 
obvious would include changes such as updates and deletions otherwise there would 
be no reason to make the change and compile the results on short time intervals); 

Cannon does not disclose where the server is an ASP (Application Service 
Provider) server. However, Broadbent discloses where the server is an ASP server 
(page 6, paragraph 0085). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the ASP server as disclosed by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting 
system as disclosed by Cannon. The motivation would be that ASP servers are a 
popular business model with regards to servers and communication systems. 
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Cannon does not disclose transmitting a request for new loan from said terminal 
of said examinee to a terminal of said financial institution and notifying said terminal of 
said examinee of the determination result. However, Broadbent discloses transmitting a 
request for a new loan from said terminal of said examinee to a terminal of said financial 
institution and notifying said terminal of said examinee of the determination result (page 
1 , paragraphs 0010 and 001 1 ; page 3, paragraphs 0025, 0028 and 0029; page 5, 
paragraph 0055, 0065 and 0068; page 9, paragraph 0123; page 25, paragraph 0275; 
page 26, paragraph 0280). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine receiving a request and posting a response through the terminals as disclosed 
by Broadbent with the merchant information reporting system as disclosed by Cannon. 
The motivation would be to fully utilize the networks and severs in place, to create a 
fully electronic mechanism of applying for, processing, and reporting on the loan status. 

Regarding claim 13, Cannon discloses a recording medium readable by a 
computer connected to a terminal of a financial institution and a terminal of an examinee 
through a network (column 1, lines 10-47 and column 2, lines 38-50), said examinee 
being a company, corporation or enterprise to be examined (column 1, lines 10-39), 
said recording medium recording a program recorded thereon for performing the 
processing of receiving information on business activities of said examinee transmitted 
from said terminal of said examinee to accumulate said received information on a 
storage device stored on said server (column 1, lines 10-51; column 2, lines 37-67); 
reading and transmitting from said storage device said information on business activities 
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of said examinee requested from said terminal of said financial institution or said 
terminal of said examinee (column 2, lines 38-59); and performing record, update, or 
deletion of said information on business activities of said examinee in said storage 
device based on an instruction from said terminal of said examinee (column 1 , lines 34- 
37 and column 2, lines 41-43 in which reports are compiled on short time intervals 
which it would be obvious would include changes such as updates and deletions 
otherwise there would be no reason to make the change and compile the results on 
short time intervals). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30-5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sam Sough can be reached at 571 -272-6799. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jennifer Liversedge 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3628 
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